¥ enny Low works up to 535 hours

per week. The 31-year-old teaches
5 ..Lhree classes, monitors the
progress and work(llow of 23 stafl while
helping them solve problems, and meets
with external agencies. He also counsels
wayward students to ascertain their needs
and whether these are being met, and
makes sure finances are in order.

Some would call his job an extremely
difficult one. But the amiable principal of
City Harvest Llducation Centre (CHEC)
says: “T don’t even feel like I'm working,
I'm enjoying every moment of it!”

Low's passion for working with the
youth became apparent during his days as
a business administration undergraduate at
Nanyang Technological University, where
he was a youth volunteer with the City
[Marvest Community Services Association
{(CHCSA) and was involved in visits to
homes like Grace Ilaven to conduct dance
classes and excursions with young people.

When a position as a Tuition Services
Coordinator became available in CHCSA in
1999, he .jump(:d at the opportunity. “It was
kind of a one-man opcration right from the
start,” he says, “but | relished the pioneering
process of building up the department
and structuring programmes (o meet the
needs of today's youth. We established a

“| don’t even feel like I'm
working, I'm enjoying
every moment of it!”

tuition programme for some 400 vouths,
supported by 30 volunteer teachers.”
Four years later, CHEC was born when
CHCSA saw the need to assist premature
school leavers, delinquents and private
candidates with a full-time curriculum

structured for and around
them — one that was tailore
to the students’ various points ol need,
yet well-paced to allow them a reasonable
time frame to sit for their GCE ‘N’ and
‘O’ Level examinations. Low was put in the
driver’s seat as the principal, overseeing
the first intake of 20 students who attended
classes in four small rooms at CHHCSA's
Suntec City office.

Today, the school operates at its own
premises at the NTUC Trade Union House,
where over 300 students and 12 full-time
teachers enjoy facilities like a science
laboratory, lecture theatre, café, two dance
studios, 10 classrooms and several student
corners. This year is also a special one
because CHEC was awarded a grant from
the Ministry for Community Development,
Youth and Sports’ Comcare fund to start
its social enterprise arm, ‘O’ School, a hip
and vibrant performing arts training centre.
It aims to generate profits to be set aside
lor student bursaries at CHEC, provide
employment opportunities for youths with
artistic talents, and extend CHEC's reach
to youths-at-risk.

CHEC’s efforts have paid off, through

a combination of relentless zeal and hard

Front and centre: Kenny
(seated, centre) with
d students from CHEC.

work on the students’ part. The school
has an excellent track record when

it comes to examination success — in
2004, all 25 of its ‘N’ Level students
obtained their full certificates, while
slightly more than half of their ‘O’
Level cohort made it to polytechnic
or junior colleges. Last year, their
intake of students more than doubled
and 62 per cent of their ‘O’ Level
students were polytechnic- and junior
college-bound. This year’s enrolment
has grown to 311 students, and similar,
if not greater, success is expected.

Asked about the secret behind
such achievements, Low concedes that
there is no specific formula. Ile remarks, “It
is a conscious effort to ensure that students,
p;‘ir(:nls‘ ﬂnd l(fﬂ(fh(:rs darc on the same Side
of the ring. When one loses, all will lose.
And when one wins, all will win. It's usually
all too easy for the three partics to be at
odds, but the important focus is how all of
them can mutually meet their objectives.”

The transtormation of a former
student who ranted at Low two years back
but now sits beside him to counsel troubled
youth represents vet another indicator
that he is primed to [ind greater success
at his vocation.

Modestly, he adds: “My job has taught
me that all of us have a basic need to want
to feel important and successful. Everyone
wants to win, so when a vouth refuses to
participate, it's because he or she is afraid
of losing. Instead ol [eeling helpless, we
can use this understanding to make them
feel inclusive. CHEC was set up to meet a
need in society, and I hope to be able to
lead our team in staying rclevant, meeting
these changing needs, and making a
difference in the lives of young people.” =

10 « SALT Sep-Oct 2006
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singapore news

What? No Raffles topper?

As top schools opt for
IntegratedProgramme,
others in spotlight

LIN YANQIN

yanginl@newstoday.com.sg

THERE is no mistake in the list of
students who have topped this vear's
O-evel examinations. It's just that
some top schools have vacated the
arena and let others grab the spot-
light. [t shows in the results.

Last vear, 21 students scored 10
Als. This vear, only Chow Wen Xin
from Cedar Girls’ Secondary School
did, making her the top Secondary
4 student of the vear, With five sec-
ondary schools having launched
their Integrated Programmes (IP),
some 1,829 Sec 4 students did not
take their O-level examinations.

Raffles Girls” School (RGS) (Sec-
ondary), Raffles Institution (RI),
Hwa Chong Institution, Anglo-Chi-
nese School (Independent), and
Nanvang Girls” High School run IPs,
where all or some of their students
enter pre-university education with-
out taking their O-level exams.

Last year, 20 of the 21 students
who scored 10 Als were from RGS
and RI. This vear, these schools
were missing from the list.

With no other student getting
ten Als, the 39 Chinese students
who scored nine Als stepped in to
claim second place. This year's crop
of top Chinese students came from
a collection of 13 schools, com-
pared to just three schools that had
monopolised this list last vear.

A SECOND SHOT AT SCHOOL WITH FLYING COLOURS

What would be the hardest part
about going back to school after
dropping out for two years?

For Miss Oh Ping Qi, 19, it was-
n't about catching up academically
— her biggest worry was the peo-
ple.”I'm quite shy, so | wasn't sure
about fitting in,” she said.

But she did fit in at City Harvest
Education Centre (CHEC), and
despite not having gone to school
for two years, Miss Oh topped her
class at the 2004 N-level examina-
tions. For the 2005 O-levels, the 19-
year-old scored three distinctions
- enough to qualify her an entry to
junior college.

“In secondary school, | didn’t
have friends there, and | felt like
the teachers didn‘t understand
me,” she said. When Miss Oh’s
mother, whom she was very close
to, passed away in her second
year at secondary school, it was
the “breaking point”. She stopped
attending classes, and lazed her
days at home. She owes her suc-
cess today to Miss Jasmin Seah, a
counsellor from the Chinese

Mrs Shirleen Ong, principal of
Bukit Panjang Government High
School, whose students made the
list, feels that this is a good op-
portunity for neighbourhood schools
to make their mark.

“The impact is different this
time round, because the variety
shows that there are many good
schools 1n Singapore,” she said.
“It’s a good morale booster for my
students,”

The top Malav and Indian stu-

00! BOON KEONG
OUTSTANDING: Oh Ping Qi, plans
to study science in Junior College.

Development Assistance Council
(CDAC) who talked her into giving
school a try again; and Mr Kenny
Low, principal of CHEC, who
offered her a scholarship when
she could not afford the fees at
the private school.

Asked about her future, she
said: “| want to help people who
have lost their aim in life.”

— LIN YANQIN

dents achieved eight Als this vear,
and the top Eurasian students got
seven Als. The top Secondary 5
students scored four Als,

A Ministry of Education
spokesperson said students taking
mother tongue as a second language
had taken the exam at a separate sit-
ting. The grades achieved in these
were not taken into account for the
purpose of the rankings. So there
may actually be more than just one
student who scored 10 Als this vear.
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COMEBACK KIDS

Once mired in lives of drugs
and crime, former delinquents
Mr Prem Muniandy (picture,
on right}, 21, and Ms Dawn
Lam (picture), 19, capped a
remarkable turnaround when
they clinched four distinctions
each in their O-level examina-
tions.

The pair, both private can-
didates, are the latest suc-
cess stories of City Harvest
Education Centre, fast devel-
oping a reputation for reform-
ing wayward youth,

Mr Prem had given up on
himself when a secondary
school teacher told him he
“had no hope and no future”.
He told Topav: | got into gang
fights. My attendance in
school was barely 25 per cent.
| took the O levels once — | got
two F9s and was marked
‘absent for my five other

| papers, which | actually
turned up for but slept
| through.

_ He was arrested four times
for attempted shoplifting and
burglary and fined for stealing
liguor. But it took a bashing by

. 15 men from a rival gang to
convince him to “make good’
with his life.

“When | was discharged
from hospital, nobody except
my mother and cousins was
there for me. My so-called

gang didn't even turn up. It
was also then that | met my
girlfriend and she encouraged
me to go back to studying, he
said.

As for Ms Lam, she was
expelled from school and ran
afoul of the law. Counselled for
depression and self-mutilation,
she was sent to a probation
home where she ran away
16 times within two months'.
She finally ended up in a
girl's home, from which she
was let out just nine days ago.
She said: “Their rules tamed
me. | matured in there .. |
don't regret giving them two
years of my life.”
— LOH CHEE KONG




BRI E L AL
BRA AN A e % AT
AETERIE -

: epsurd
lang dang : careless
yin xidng : stereotype

i

= (185
7% 9_% E ra
BMREEE "0" KEMR
Gy MPA2, —H
B3 s —HRICE o XA HIAL
% RS ERT AR
ERER « (BOFREE
FEGE DY
BRE . B RER

o Tk AR 6

BISPEE » AR MRS SE
HARTARRT »

—&£ LRFBWAA

RO FERILE
il BEEH BT —5
BEITH » ZR2ER

HFEESHLE  BRFRARE TEMIEN - BHREHFE -

#AlE

FROF ARG » U ATEAR
IR R R ES &
Bofift: "“pFEE
Brriaks - —FERE
2 peer pressure { @ fff
chailEH1) » ERER N
THFH o W RSHIE
WHERRER » XER
TBES B—F LT
TR A o RS/ E
SREEEN  FERT
RRET ="

BHREOFETER
Wt R » SR
RERIEG » B
1% o URES ~ i df bR
PERREER  BORL
HHEERH - AR B
MRBETIGAFET =
A ER k2 Eihak
9% - BATA0ME »
ERERIBMAHT b
Ak o

th 2 TR B
85 e FEP . UFE
EYbur- 4l 2= NiNE o]
R EER BT E 7 JLES
Lty FUNEBCET
o

EQTF—HREE
BB 2 vt -
EEMAEFRE BEER
AR s F—REZEH
Yo "BANRRE
g REANE » ERHE
URE EFRERE
e AXBERKRT &
WMERAHER - HETHE
HE  REREET 0 A
HAFLGIER D - AL
EiFA— M LT o i B
M EAEMRRE R
R BTEFEL MR
iy
FRETREMAZ
# (CHEC, City Harvest
Education Centre} » &
O™ KAEZRBEE o
MEZTEEL  BER
FIRE AL B AR
BE o B FLBBRT
15 » HAthE F LTI
i WAFREE - LERF
BARRER o SMERIE
REEERLR "HRE
THsa/REN T
By HEGE  ®E
R B F =R
THEE, "FRE-I¥
LR B4 AW 6

R
K&
B REE

BRREME B — Sk
To" .
BT R
A7 A TR A L
8 FEEBRF N
WRT « STHEREET
ERNAREHNHEBIE
EHIRE o .
EESEARES
Ao FEEED . CBRE
i BHE o A LMER
Bkl « BuEhIihe
BWEER » "BRRBTHE
EAEIJURSTERF » B
FEILAA (HRK) ¥
O« FBATT A A K
ETE BERIOME
T
PP sy vy
FRGROVFILILSE
£ BROEN "2
& o BRAXHEEN 1 IE
MRS F RN £
# . "HEIHFE (5
R) BE&aBE@BMLT
et BIERWTE
BAwE - BERE W
BRI AL £ 093K
o XK RETTE o



#0042

Xin Ming Daily News: Monday, February 12, 2007

HDE Wil

YERE - AR —SRIADER
LB bk BHECREESR &K
BEBRAOKARERE » EHINMEE
PR |

185 QMBS » FRFHE > B
PR - H00IEME » FEER
T o MIBRIER - 1K Kol MR BT
BT » IR BT » RER £
Eﬁ,wﬁﬁx,mmﬁA¢&@w

FERARABEMN » EHFEL 8
ALRERR  ENIGEIRE , £ &
ER BREXTAFOA - EEE 3
MOKESE D » ZR11MHIER - K §

nEL (£)
## 114 (L1R4)
ks Fo B A
S FEMN -

RERBALLE—H
o BERURE
ﬁ??ﬁmﬁmﬂﬁﬁ
ARt W REER
RHETOEET » Bl
ENHERHBPERARR
T+ th X ERIH T EU
BEROHE - Bid—
FEEH  EEREMNOK
BESERERLIRS (&
XMmAMABHIRS)
1B fES -
WECENBRNRE  KFES
W “E¥ o ZANBECRTISANE
gvﬁumﬁ&¥ﬁvsaﬂﬂﬁ%
WRTITEEE T SREEARE
BYFERBRE Y (Hospitality) o FhFEL
HECERBHHRE © “HLRN kAR
BLLEERE » BEANEP  BTARRE
RELE - SUMBLE—REKEBNL
5 FNAERREFAT » BHRIFH

o o

X EX - BEMAEERAL 2 G

#ZIB3 » HIEEFKC5 o :
HEBERBN » RIZE L AR

TR “KFR" EE - ik - P F |

B R T BHAFE o

‘REFNRX L BRI ETR -
AT E - "

ERTIE  BERMRE > i
BE - MEBERN T BEERMTIRY
B WERIE  wREHHEHES o
WJE » shRIABAFSIE » SEEMER -

“ERLETERE  RXRESHE
o BRERRAS—AITFBHFET "

EEPZNR=N KBELE LXK
eI B B AL o 20034EMRHE 5 B E
WEFRFTER  BEERRITHREN
£5E  FEEINTERER o

BEXRIBF EFRE - REFX - EH
HhlE) » WETESERIARE - Wik
#HP LBk - TR ERARAXER
BF - A AR —KERA -

Wi BE-ARTRENA

§x$&¥ﬂ!%ﬁéﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁm
EEEE - MELIEFEE AT
L THHRMATCRFAMM E » 5L » 4
BEHY . "BARERMAFFRNE
L AARMREZF D Z2H TR
% wRAME - RE/ERRT 7



Pg 9 Lianhe Wanbao: Sunday, February 11, 2007




THE BUSINESS TIMES

Weekend

The Straits Times, The Business Times, Weekend Edition: December 15-16, 2007

Companies with

heart are reaching
out to the needy

Compassionate
capitalism starts to
take root in S'pore

By LYNETTE KHOO

[SINGAPORE] Private sec-
tor companies are answer-
ing the call for social entre-
preneurship to serve the
needy and disadvantaged,
even as they keep up with
their money-making busi-
nesses.

Some businesses are
partnering social enterpris-
es — which are set up to di-
rectly address a social need
- and are hiring needy, dis-
advantaged workers. In
some cases, this requires re-
designing jobs and putting
in place special equipment,

Holiday Inn Parkview,
for example, has been em-
ploying intellectually disa-
bled staff for the past 10
years. It currently works
with the Movement for the
Intellectually Disabled of
Singapore to identify poten-
tial employees.

The hotel's housekeep-
ers also train students at
the Delta Senior School,
which is part of the Associa-
tion for Persons with Spe-
cial Needs (APSN), and em-
ploy some of them upon
completion of their mod-
ules. It currently employs
up to 18 persons with disa-
bilities (PWDs).

“We are stepping up to
promote the employment of
persons with disabilities by
proactively equipping them
with the appropriate skills
to integrate into society,”
said the hotel's general
manager, Shantha de Silva.

Kelvin Teo, head of the
East and South-east Asia re-
gion for an international so-
cial enterprise, Schwab
Foundation, noted that cor-
porate social responsibility
is now “fashionable”
among private sector com-
panies.

But companies need to

responsibility away from
being an obligation, to be-
ing a strategic part of busi-
ness”, Mr Teo added.

Some retailers in Singa-
pore have started employ-
ing needy disadvantaged
workers as salespersons.

The Timberland Compa-
ny collaborates with Per-
tapis Centre for Women
and Girls and the
Bukit Batok Boys
Hostel to offer
training and em-
ployment opportu-
nities to the
young people un-
der Pertapis’
care."With a
well-established
retail network in
Singapore, we felt
we were in a good
position to offer a
few Pertapis resi-
dents that oppor-
tunity and after a screening
process, we have hired four
of them to work as retail as-
sociates in Timberland
stores across the island,”
said Andre Cohen, manag-
ing director of Timberland.

Likewise, local
streetwear retailer 77th
Street takes in school
drop-outs as sales assist-
ants and trains some to
eventually become supervi-
sors and managers.

It founded the Young En-
tropreneur Mastery (TYEM)
programme to inculcate en-
trepreneurship in schools
and tertiary institutions.
TYEM in turn, kick-started
the Youth Regeneration Pro-
gramme that identifies
young people at risk or the
physically disabled, turning
them into real estate
agents.

Elim Chew, founder and
president of 77th Street, is
also the founding member
and director of Social Inno-
vation Park (SIP), a social
enterprise incubator that
provides services and re-
sources to support social en-
trepreneurs’ business solu-

SIP held a two-day fo-
rum starting yesterday,
where some 200 partici-
pants from the public and
private sectors looked into
how business enterprises
can become social enter-
prises. Amy Khor, Senior
Parliamentary Secretary
for Ministry of the Environ-
ment and Water Resources,

said at the forum that com-
passionate capitalism is
gaining popularity.

The Schwab Social En-
trepreneur of the Year
Award was also presented
at the SIP forum last night
to Kenny Low of CHEC and
0 School. CHEC provides
non-profit, alternative edu-

cation for youths given a
second chance, while
0 School is a performing
arts centre that generates
revenue in order to offset
CHEC's rental and student
bursaries. There are an esti-
mated 150 social enterpris-
es operating in Singapore.
To do its bit, DBS Bank said
that it is keen to support so-

Corporate social responsibility is
now fashionable among private
sector companies. But companies
need to ‘adjust their view of social
responsibility away from being an
obligation, to being a strategic part
of business’,

cial enterprises by engag-
ing its small and medi-
um-sized enterprise (SME)
bankers to provide finan-
cial advice and customised
banking services, and ar-
range business mentoring.

DBS is also the main
sponsor of the SIP forum,
which ends today.
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Winning mix of business and social needs
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He’s well-
schooled

Man behind City Harvest Education
Centre and O School named Social
Entrepreneur of Year by foundation

BY ARLINA ARSHAD

ST PHOTO: SHAHRIYA YAHAYA
P of the Year Kenny Low (left), 31, with the two other finalists — Mr Lawrence
Khong (centre), 55, who ploneered Project Smile; and Mr Alvin Lim, 46, CEO of a job agency for the disabled.

RECOGNITION: Schwab Social E

HIS first business was bleeding. Undeterred, Mr

Kenny Low, 31, set up another

It turned out to be the right move for the
founder of the City Harvest Education Centre
(CHEC), a non-profit private school for students
taking the O-level examinations privately

His second business, O School, is a perform-
ing arts centre

Set up in March last year, it broke even in
over a year, and is expected to make $60,000 to
$100,000 in profits by the end of next year

Mr Low said he did not start out aiming to set
up social enterprises, the buzzword for commer-
cial enterprises run to address unmet social
needs.

"All we wanted was to help people,” he said

0 School, recognised in the arts scene as one
of the leading studios in street dance training,
teaches street dance to individuals and dance
teams in four polytechnics and two universities.
Singapore Idol winners Taufik Batisah and
Hady Mirza have trained there.

Profits from both companies are channelled
into bursaries for needy students. These compa-
nies are non-reéigious and independent of City
Harvest Church

LOOKING FORWARD

“It's an encouragement to my team.
We will have a different worldview
after seeing other social enterprise
models at the forum, and see what
can be done in Singapore.”

MR KENNY LOW, on learning from the Social
Entreprenewrs’ Summit in Zurich and Regional
World Ecomomic Forum Networking in Kuala
Lumpur next year, which he will get to attend

EREAKING THE VICIOUS CIRCLE
“People with disabilities are the
poorest of the poor. To break the
poverty circle, the best way is
through employment.”

MR ALVIN LIM, on finding jobs tor about 300
disabled people each year

DUAL ROLE

"l am a pastor and a businessman
but | found integration in the care
and concern for people. To me,
there is no conflict.”

MR LAWRENCE KHONG, on his diverse yet
complementary roles

Yesterday, Mr Low was named the Schwab
Social Entrepreneur of the Year at an award cer-
emony at Holiday Inn Park View Hotel in Cave-

mglf_ahi(oad

annual award was started bere last year
by the Switzerland-based Schwab Foundation,
which recognises the work of individuals who
have set up enterprises that tackle social issues.

The award ceremony kast night was the high-
light of a two-day Social Innovators’ Forum by
non-profit organisation Social Innovation Park,
It ends today with a public forum.

As the winner, Mr Low will be inducted into
the Schwab Foundation's network of 115 select-
ed entreprencurs worldwide and will also get to
attend the Social Entreprencurs” Summit in Zu-
rich, Switzerland and the Regional World Eco-
nomic Forum Networking in Kuala Lumpur
next year,

Mr Low said he is looking forward to the
trips, adding: “It's an encouragement to my
team. We wall have a different worldview after
seeing other social enterprise models at the fo-
rum, and see what can be done in Si apore.”

The other two finalists were Mr Alvin Lim,
46, chief executive officer of Bizlink Centre Sin-
gapore, a job placement agency for the disabled;
and Mr Lawrence Khong, 55, chief executive of
Gateway Entertainment, an entertainment com-

ny.

Mr Lim, who joined the then ailing company
as its{:cncml manager last year, not only got it
out of financial deficit, but also propelled its so-
cial mission efforts. He sourced cleaning, pack-
ing and data-entry jobs for 314 disabled people
- a record in the Kislory of social service here

He said his company placed about 300 disa-
bled people aged 16 to 62 - including the blind,
stroke paticnts, and the intellectually disabled -
for open employment each year

He said: "People with disabilities are the
poorest of the poor. To break the poverty circle,
the best way is through employment.”

Mr Khong pioneered and conceptualised
Project Smile, the "“‘"38'“ for Sharing Magic In
Love Everywhere, in 2002. The project trained
roulhs and adults in magic, who would then per-
'orm the tricks to entertain the underprivileged
in hospitals, day-care centres and homes,

Mr Khong, a magician and also a senior pas-
tor at The Faith Community Baptist Church,
said: “I am a pastor and a businessman but |
found integration in the care and concern for
people. | am using different means to spread the
message of love and concemn for community and
for family. To me, there is no conflict.”

arlina@sph.com.sg



MRCA B Y006

12

W sot you thirkdng

weekend TODAY « December 15 - 16, 2007

singapore news

O, WHAT A WINNING INNOVATION

LIN YANQIN
yangin@mediacorp.com.sg

RUNNING a non-profit school
to help youth dropouts to com
plete their O levels is a wor-
thy cause — but with high
rental costs and student bur
sarics to fund, it is also an ex-
pensive one.

So, to offset the mounting
costs of running the City Har-
vest Education Centre
(CHEC), founder and princ-
pal Kenny Low (picture) last
year started a performing arts
centre called the O School.
Its dance classes generate rew
enue to pay for the costs of
CHEC and also provides
steady employment for prom-
ising young talents to become
full-time nstructors, per-
formers and chorcographers,

Mr Low’s entreprencur-
1l sparit, coupled with his mis
sion to reach out to youth,
won him this year's Schwab
Social Entrepreneur of the
Year award at the Social In-
novators’ Forum gala dinner
on Friday night.

Said Mr Kevin Teo, head
of the Schwab Foundation of
Sociad Entrepreneurship’s East
and South-cast Asia offices,

Founder started
performing arts
centre to fund
non-profit school
for dropouts

who sat on the judging panel:
“Using unconventional ap
proaches to address the noeds
of a challenging student pop-
ulation and Jeveraging a social
business to support the oper-

FORUM

N AVOM

ation of the school, Kenny cer-
tainly provides an mspiring
role mode] for Singapore”s next
wave of social entrepreneurs.”

Speaking of his experi-
ence in starting and running a

social enterprise, Mr Low felt
that although seed funding was
valuable, it was important not
to handhold such businesses
too much.

“After we got funding ...
there was no alternative, we
had to make ," he said. “It
made us tougher, and now
we're sustainable. As entre-
preneurs, we must have back-
bone and not let a lack of sup-
port hinder us from trying.”

0O School is now recog-
nised as a keading dance studio,
training the likes of Singapore
Idol winners Taufik Batisah
and Hady Mirza, and organis-
ing dance conferences like The
Bag Groove.

At the same time, the
school helps reach out to
youth at risk by engaging them
through dance.

Social enterprises like O
School can’t maximise prof-
its for sharcholders since it
channels some of this back to
supporting s social causes.
But Mr Low chooses to focus
on the intangible benefits.

“The power to create jobs,
to create a service needed by
people ... there is economic
vadue init," he said. “It should-
n't be seen as a sacrifice.”

DIALOGUE IN THE DARK COMING TO S’PORE

He has already made it his mission 10 address
sanitation issues around the world, and now he's
set his sights on another cause: Helping the visually
handicapped.

Hoping to give Singaporeans the chance to
experience the world from a blind person’s perspec-
tive, Workd Toslet Organisation founder Jack Sim
will be bringing the successful Dialogue in the Dark
franchise to Singapore.

Like the original museum in Hamburg, blind
guides will lead visitors through completely dark
rooms where the daily environment of the blind is
simulated with scents, sound and wind.

Mr Sim - last year's Schwab Social Entrepreneur
of the Year winner — told Tonay the museum would
not only create more empathy among visitors, but
also provide job opportunities for the blind.

“It has been very successful in Germany for
about eight years, so | believe there is interest
out there,” said Mr Sim, who is looking for a suit-
able site.

Also announced on Friday was the roll out of
banking packages tailored for social enterprises by
DBS Bank, come late February or early March,

“We will talk to some of the social enterprises
and see how we can value-add by ... giving them a
special banking package,” said managing deirector
of enterprise banking Lim Chu Chong to Chamne/
NewsAsia.

DBS is also partnering with the Ministry of
Community Development, Youth and Sports,
which has a list of social enterprises it gives
grants to.

The Schwab Foundation for Social
Entreprencurship’s managing director Dr Pamela
Hartigan pointed out: “Participants at today’s forum
note that banks are starting to realise the role they
can play in helping to support social enterprises.”
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SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT The Heart: Kenny Low started CHEC in 2002 with the aim E

e to provide quality education to private candidates taking

their GCE "N' and ‘O’ levels. Classes are made affordable,

with bursaries offered to those in financial need. CHEC

‘ has earned a reputable name for itself among parents and

l students, with its small classes, focused teaching and its

philosophy of providing students a second chance. In 2006,

‘ Low felt that more employment opportunities were needed
' for youths with performing talents, hence he sought to

t reach out and help by starting O School. O School is a i

t

t

{

{

performing arts centre that helps to keep at-risk youths
off the streets by offering them dance training as an
outlet. It is a social enterprise supported by the Ministry
of Community Development, Youth and Sports (MCYS)
Comcare Enterprise Fund, and funds are channelled back
to CHEC to fund the bursaries for needy students. The 33-
year-old, married with a two-year-old daughter, hopes next
to develop CHEC into an international school, in order to
gain a stronger financial standing that will in turn help
even more youths and students.

The need is the call, someone once told me.
| never realised education was so costly until | came into
CHEC. From there, | could finally understand how much
our government had invested in public education. The
operating costs of CHEC are very high, especially when we
are preparing students for the GCE ‘O’ level examinations

you need five to six subject specialists per student. The
students studying in mainstream schools only need to pay
about $150 annually and the government subsidises the
balance. By contrast, it costs us about $8000 per student
for each year of education.

Some people might suspect our intentions for
venturing into the 'business' world. But if we are
benchmarking ourselves within the commercial scene,
we may not appear to be very successful. Plus we are
not entirely like welfare organisations. Because we are a
mixed breed, there will always be people who feel that we
are not enough of either a ‘Mother Teresa' or a ‘Richard
Branson'. But we can't please everyone, can we?

My inspiration is Sun Ho (Asian pop celebrity). One
vt of the things she said that always affects me is this, "The

|
!
g - NS E magnitude of a dream is measured in the number of other
’ Kenny Low, I | dreams that it helps to fulfill."
/7 acool mentor for \ ;
}
!

his students

I think the future for social enterprise is very
promising. With organisations like Social Innnovation
Park (SIP) creating more awareness in the scene, the
eventual set-up of the Social Enterprise Association
: proposed by the SE committee, and even Ngee Ann
F'" . y Polytechnic starting a Diploma in Business and Social

Enterprise, | think we can expect to see more social
enterprises starting up. What we need are people with a
The Head: Keiny Low, DHL Young Entrepreneurs for mindset that says, “We can do something to improve our
Sustainability (‘ES) 2007 First Runner Up Singapore, world.” People who have a good heart, a clear head, and
Principal of CityHarvest Education Centre (CHEC), tons of drive! Personally, | would love to see more social
Founder of O Shool entrepreneurs under the age of 30.
L i J
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COMEBACK KIDS: City Harvest Education Centre’s top three scorers:
(From left) Jonathan Soh, Sam Chiew Han and Paul Leng.

DROPOUT SCORES 4 As

NG JING YNG

jingyng@mediacorp.com.sg

JONATHAN Soh was eager to
share the news with his family.

He had obtained good grades
in one of his first tests since re-
turning to school at age 23 and
was eager to share the good news
with his mum — only to be greet-
ed by the sight of red paint
splashed on the front door by
loansharks: A family member had
fallen behind with the payments.

But this demoralising
experience did not deter him
from getting an O-level certifi-
cate seven years after dropping
out of school due to because of
disagreements with his school
teachers. Yesterday, when the
2007 examination results were
released, Mr Soh learnt that he
had four 4 Als and an A2.

After completing his Na-
tional Service, he had worked in
the hotel industry. Realising the
need to find his “purpose in life”,
he enrolled as a private candi-
date with City Harvest Educa-
tion Centre (CEHC) in the hope
of fulfilling his dream of seeking
a teaching career later on.

“I am not doing all these for
myself but for a purpose,” he
said, referring to his many set-
backs along the way.

Besides Mr Soh, whom
many would consider a “failure”,
two others who also walked in
those same shoes emerged as
the top students at CEHC.

Paul Leng, 17, who dropped
out of school at Secondary 3 be-
cause he could not keep up with
the competitive environment and
the expectations of his teachers,
aced his O levels with four dis-
tinctions. He attributed his suc-
cess to his friends at the centre.

For Sam Chiew Han, 19, the
road back to school was the re-
alisation that she should “stop
wasting time and move on” —
after six months as a salesgirl.
The art lover, who hopes to take
a digital art programme in a poly-
technic, had four distinctions.

Support from family mem-
bers and the school gave her the
push. “If you put across the mes-
sage to weaker students that
they will never be good enough,
there will always be a wall in
front of them,” she said “They
would never be able to climb it.”
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Comeback kids score in 'second chance' school

By Ng Yan Bo, Channelnewsasia.com | Posted: 24 January 2008 2006 hr

wn

SINGAPORE: He was once a thug who toyed with weapons,
exchanged blows in gang fights, got wasted on drugs, and
earned pocket money by terrorising vendors.

But on Thursday, 21-year-old Lim Kah Loke joined hordes of
sweaty-palmed 17-year-olds around Singapore in the wait for
their O-Level results.

The former delinquent, who was released just last February
after two years in the Changi Reformative Training Centre,
said that most of his former gang members are now in jail,
and he did not want to end up roaming the streets or
squatting in a jail cell 2ll his life.

"Joining a2 gang is not the solution because none of us can
really prove that that's the way,” said the aspiring musician, 10of1
who has immediate plans to go into an engineering course in c

Sam Chiew Han (R) examines her O'Level
a2 polytechnic after obtaining three passes in his O'Levels. rasulls :\'im har midkher :I',:fs,d _t display of
"Peer pressure is really strong but you have got todowhatis | .o ook
right and never give up on your future.” i
Similar to him, his classmates at the City Harvest Education Related News

Centre (CHEC) are youths who have walked the uncommon

aths but have strived to excel despite challenges.
P P 9 e Top O-Level scorers from Methodist

Another graduate, Sam Chiew Han, 2 lively and outspoken Girls' and S'pore Chinese Girls' School

19-year-old, also took her second shot at O-Levels last year.

Despite good grades in 2 mainstream school three years ago, Sam felt that the syllabus was not challenging
enough and would skip school to read books in Borders bookstore.

"I had no direction and I didn't know where I was heading, so I quit school after Secondary Three," said
Sam, who worked in the Factory Outlet Store (FOS) shortly after for S§4.50 an hour.

Strangely enough, while it was books that got her out of school, they were also the main reasons why Sam
decided to go back to school.

"I love Manga. And [ love writing,” she explained, while proudly pointing out her Manga paintings in her
portfolio. "I need to be good in English so that in future, I can draw, write, and produce my own Manga. And
without an O-Level certificate, I cannot go to design school.”

While the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) is her immediate route to a great graphic artist, Sam has
her sights on bigger things. She hopes to enroll in top design schools in the United States for her degree,
and work in Japan in future to produce top notch Manga for comic lovers around the world.

"As you can see, these students are capable of doing well in life,” said Jelaine Ang, 2 Marketing
Communications Officer at CHEC. "They may have made a mistake but all they need, really, is a place where
they can have a second chance to get it right.”

Set up in 2002, the CHEC is 2 non-profit organisation which offers wayward youths another chance in the
race for paper chase.

This year is the best performing year yet for CHEC - with its top student, 24-year-old Jonathan Soh, scoring
a total of five distinctions.

- CNA/yb
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THERE were to be only two
winners for the Youth
Inspiration Award, but
competition was so keen,
judges decided on three
winners instead. HEDY
KHOO reports

YVONNE CHIA,
TEACHER

HE knows what it is like to be a
di Her et days
peoblems,

went unheeded. . ” 3 .
'Nob:yn::ﬁedmuﬁ:uﬂ:w V- 3 o *iMﬂﬁln&hV:
reasos behaviour, polat of being
"] finally studied hard 10 et ingo v . 0 porihria® 10 represent cur country

4
5
{
:
a
2
5

coﬂt.kidlhﬂo‘md Harvest
ucation Centre as a . The centre
takes in school drop-outs and students
who want to re-take their GCE O Levels.
One of the key factors that won her
the Shine award is her initiating a
t-smoking programme ¢
%mum'l«mnuﬂw
school.
She and two of her uxﬁi
the help of student volunteers from
Unsiversity 10 act
as mentors 1o the students who
10 quit smoking, “We believe in helping
them through peer support and
" she said.
Miss and her team also

co-produced a smoking cessation jousnal
with the Health Promotion Board,
published in March this year.

“We hope lmpln&ﬂm youths 1o

t smoking SUCOeSS Mories
E“‘honmlx the habit.” she said
'mmwwm.mmuu
“1 am just an ordinary person, but I can
relate to people with similar
circumstances. ..

'Imuouﬂh;owld rouths that .
whatever past they have, have a

change.

Stars of the Shine Award  Award. Youth Contribution Award and the

Youth Venturer Award,
There are only two awasdoes in cach
ORGANISED by the National Youth Council c , except for the Youth Inspiration
and the Ministry of Community Development, Award 3\“ , for whikch there were theee.
Youth and Sports, the Seass of Shine Awasd A total of 47 nominations were received from
recognies outstanding young people who have the public for the awards

avercome personal difficulties and comtributed T """"";'f:: ;:%Mw an educaonal

10 the comenunity The awards were presented yesterday by
The awasd, which was started last year, is Dr Vivian Balakrishinan, the Mindster for
given in three catep Youth lnsp C y Devek Youth and Spoets.
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He was described by his mentor as intelligent, indepen-
dent, quiet and reserved.

Dressed in a casual tee and jeans, the lanky 17-year-old
was far from being relaxed as he took non-committal steps
towards our meeting table.

He met me with peeping shy looks and a terse greeting.
Cautiously, the O-level private candidate pulled out a chair
with his left hand and shuffled into his seat.

With the same hand, he reached out for a packet of soft
drink, unwrapped the straw, inserted it and began sipping
away.

He positioned his other hand at the edge of the table, pro-
tectively under the shadow of his chest.

Brandon Cheng was born without a fully formed right
hand.

Compared to his functional left hand, the palm of his bow-
shaped right hand was smaller with only a short offshoot of
the thumb extending from it.

Life without a functional right hand

Despite losing the use of his right hand at birth, the teen
beat his self doubt and overcame his deformity to bag two
A2s, two B3s and two B4s in the O-level exams.

Life for this quiet achiever had not always been smooth
sailing.

At the start of last year, Brandon, dropped out of school
during Secondary 5 because he lost interest in his studies.

However, three weeks after quitting school, Brandon
changed his mind.

He decided to re-enrol himself privately with City Harvest
Education Centre as he realised it would be hard for him to
find a good job if he did not have at least an O-level certifi-
cate.

Miss Joli, his mentor at CHEC, believes that an incident at
his former school caused the gradual loss of interest in his
studies.

%

Deformed right hand didn't stop him

"He might have suffered a blow to his self-esteem when he
was advised to switch from the Express stream to Normal
(Academic) due to unsatisfactory grades," the 29-year-old
Indonesian shared with AsiaOne.

Recounting a vivid memory from his childhood days, Bran-
don also admitted to having a lot of self-doubt in the past.

"I never tried tying shoelaces before. | kept thinking | was
not able to do anything because | have only one hand.”

Though the frustrations were real, the self-learner would
"innovate ways to do it (tying shoelaces) by looking at how
other people do it."

But picking up the pieces from where he left off at his last
school was not easy for Brandon.

"| found it hard to focus in school, but little by little, | got
used to it," he said.

Gaining confidence

Indeed, through his year-long journey with CHEC, Brandon
has since to realise that life is “a process of learning how to
persevere’.

Brandon, who will be applying for a gaming design course
in Temasek Polytechnic, credits his progress to his family,
friends and teachers at CHEC who tirelessly encouraged
him not to give up.

The mature tenn also does not mind when strangers pass
remarks about his right hand.

He said: “It is normal for people to ask because they are cu-
rious. It is okay.”

“I am more confident now to do the things | want to.”
“And it stems from the belief that | can do what | set my
mind to.”

MaryAnn is an intern with AsiaOne.

By MaryAnn Soh
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AS YOU'N. § maa

granzs and bursaries for
necdy studer
In the sacly ¥

Harvest ( nmmunu
Sf'r\q.cs Assuciztion
Alzr

wias keen on having

a maally commu-

mity approach withcut
compromising on the
quality of educac

bur CHEC's instial fors
were toa Jow to breale
st Lhe heavy
n.umL sts and teach
3’ salasies.
Corvineed of the
need for CHECs
existence, to keep the

A Sy umning p'rm of
h gher 2

need is there "eﬂr z"m year, we sce
students ooming ro us znd we are rouched
f airsraries. It's confirmation
they need us.

ekal” moment
<. they d)s e the

L,m\ wis
the National wation as a The CIIEC Difference
keynore speaker un curmiculum ln l rw

»r"a ( !—PLN more
e says, “We already have an d!
exoetlent schonl gysem n Smgnpure.
hus staderits these da are L\vm_ng

Every: sludml( is m
newer try o St them in a si mould,

nee we accept & smdenc, we endeavor to
wund arxd see our-
eguipping them with

erent, SO we

e-ﬁts:aL sys:em

selwes as pe

iy to fwlfill their drzams.”
(0 other provate scheols s
ford the {ees
A0 wants o ennoll 0
very imporane that the stdent
proove and werk G
¥ alter he o7 <hcmn 1 nncd

.’lulr

s otk in
d the presti
neur of

will we moc them an
and dn al I 1 thar we can (o help

10 with emesins:
Studen
tait, bur Low

<hooses o Teman posiove

“A student w70 echels in
Teast he's still ooming 1o class! When he
Atgues, b s just expressing his feclmgs
in the only way ae knows how and we do
nut take 1c to heart. 1amugh aw actions,
we show taem how they
enmmunicate insiead of sticking to what
ey know. Our goal is not to deride. but
Lo help them. 'They face real issues and we
saould keep an open mind.”

‘The Path Ahcad

l O Sees CTEC und O School exparding
neir fuotprine in the years ahead.

Vier O Sebonl, we want ta expand
regianally. Wee are Inoking at Malaysia anl
Indanesia as possible destinutions.

“For CIIEC, we are developing our
program upwards to offer the Interna
tiunal Baccalzureare (1B] diplama
dovenwards tn ofter bigh schaol ulu\a
ton, Wi
entrep

neurstip and lc«dmhlp_ »\‘hlth
I feel is langely missing [1n the education
system tod;
Onee this mndel fo
d, Low intends

CHEC s devel
110 be duplicated
in places Iike Ching and hopes ic will
Nawsish here.

“The b, thing 15 maintaining
what we are doing and expamding al the
same time. Collective’y, CTTEC, O Schuol
and Tittle Big {see box) have 40 staff —
d do the best we can,

“My dream s for CHEC o he: part of
it unwvensity nne day — mavbe we can be
Incharge-of ar ‘nnovation center!"

JITY NEWS -

Little Big Creati
Luw started Ln'“

Ccmrr (nbove)

'-mblcmwlm; Ihmugh expericntial lm,.

T hope that Litd

someday, This would a!luw 10 per cent of the

CIUY PrERIUNL rducAtion W

ns*rhml “Anyihing bud
Ordinary"

anul building up ther
Tow set up O School w use dance
as a means oo reach youth, as weli
us 10 provide empliyment oppor-
Tunities for takented dancess and
insructoes. O Schaol is also the
social enlerprise arm of CHEC
and its profits 20 1owands provid-
ing fundmg for its operations,
“We ure first-movers in vavions
areas for O Scheol - i the way
We SITDLTUTE OUT COUrRes; the
approach that we take end our
prcing. While most dance studios
make profits based on mazgi
Schoal [ocuses o vwolume selling.
We sl ses and make jrices
aflfurdable for all. We try ra win
on voling rather then margin, We
have bigaes snaudios, lover
But bigger crowds, which in turn
allow us 1o geoerate mose profits,

12 enable us w <l a 90-10 model
ildren fiom lower income [amilies o

onr the hefly cost,”

A CHEC Success Story: Jonathan Soh

JONATHAN
7]

lop slucers
in 2007 with
four Als and
ane A

ta CHEC,
he had been
damissed ax

pu tnum MLh auhv", 3
Pefizee CHFC, | o
et < teachers expected a Int
TSP e ol thetr posinen, | lou;
hie teachersiudent ielauasship o be
of a puwer udent &
witys It (e
necame subi
‘rebellion

oped a dastaste
“learning was o

ot

1S udv.m,\ Inmlm, 1A
be abedien: 1ohe expeetatic
authoriy,”

11e hid been working s¥
hee decided 1o

=t reacenn to CHEC'S reaching
ol s “adelightlul shoek”
2t the teachers at CHEC!

displaved & gen s
denes (hul vxiended beyond the academie
was surprised that the rrachers
wonld take ihe tine and eflor 1o unde-

stand tudents and hrlp them reselve
issues that were hindering their academic
progress.

In his case, |
ol “informal des

ng piefererce

L tea
a¢ stated that she would zl-
2 45 1 did ot ninder the
studenis and il b
He was W her e Iurgrr
to b flexibie as ung. he benefited, but

se 0! he eiher students.

0 el espected as a
iews were both
md acerpted entually sat on
achar during Ms Fung's lessans our of

teach

pasner ia leaming, she wa nhi ¢ times

switch back her’ mode and assume
authority whesever she needed o fi
tafe araer In rlass when it gar reo rowdy
Must of all Irespeat her au.mdc towards

Making An Impact
‘o the past | never saw w!

cernents shonld e

WO wen
friends
Fom Ch g YR Up L0 e as @t

b -|lu- sl ane enouraged by my
alza bern able t© maks

e hope

CHEC ..ne.«

suth i very different
[ mainstream
needs of

wellia

anoth-
P Dasitive

Twitnessed puv: u,rn L1
ercueld build «
e l‘l,'T
up— something which 1

|

From "
T

nught
is bul many o
ralents in nnsi

ho: ng and e

ulm there
espect another tor
effort to discover it

vmm-thmg w
— 2t Just takes somie

UNDAY, 2

AUGUST 2009 17

www.citynews.sg

beea feas ured in ever 25
ing 10 the good wark et dois,
n society. lmh year, the success st
- 4 do well xl.u

chance schoo!
d By D Viviae Balaki
in blue}, Minister for Communt
vpment, Yout sod Sports, in Seplember
2005, He had said i The Steaits Times

that he hoped 1o see “a gre
n such schools s b 1

welfre sector

essape | Winl L send W
s b

ance, and there are mai
¢ oppurtumties lu fi ur stzength
ur niche and ra bild your




iR 2EH= 200946H3H

sesnss

il (272 DA WA
gmﬁmw; AP BRI

ol TETEMIR . WA T 104F
SERAS R B B e B0 T s
iER (withdrawal symptoms )

A8 |

-~ (chai) JEf1 (peerpressurel,m'?ﬁ i
MR 1A B[R] B 3Bk 7‘]‘7&
W GRS EmasEm,

HAFMBEEHAE (SMU) (2%
A fE R4S (mentor) . “flifg
KA AT L w58 ah % X o il

B 37
MEEEIR TR K, [F

HOROE . TRBEI T A h, BRI




NIE News: September 2009 No.69 ISSN 0218-4427

&

(From Left) Panellist Mr Mark Minjoot, Principal of Greendale Secondary; Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director; Keynote Speaker, Principal of CHEC, Mr
Kenny Low; and, Assoc Prof Christine Lee, Head of CTL, at the Conference

An Inspiring Afternoon of

CoRPORATE DEVELOPMENT

Curriculum Leadership

By Mardiana Abu Bakar. Lecturer. Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Academic Group

The Curriculum, Teaching and Learning (CTL) Academic
Group held its inaugural Curriculum Forum titledCurriculum
Leadership: A Reflective Journey on 15 May. The forum,
organised by its graduate students, brought more than 80
alumni, students, and faculty together for an afternoon of
sharing insights and learning from their work at schools,
as they confront the various tensions of curriculum
understandings, innovations, interpretations and dilemmas.

In his opening message, NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong
remarked at how pleased he was that so many alumni are
coming back together and coming “home to NIE". He said
graduate students and alumni should look at NIE as a home
where they can rest and share.

“Curriculum theories and learning theories are very
important in this new landscape, and it is an opportune time
to develop curriculum, especially for the digital learners of
the 21st century where the landscape demands different
sets of attributes from the learners, and from the teachers,”
emphasised Prof Lee in his opening remarks.

Head of CTL, Assoc Prof Christine Lee, noted in her
welcoming address how from a cohort of 18 students in
2006, the MEd Curriculum & Teaching programme has
blossomed and will graduate a bumper crop of 64 students
this July. Furthermore, the interest in the MEd C&T remains
very strong.

The keynote was an entertaining and yet movingly insightful
presentation by Mr Kenny Low, Principal of the City Harvest
Education Centre (CHEC). CHEC has been dubbed the
school of second chances, enrolling students who did not
meet with success in the mainstream schools.

In his keynote presentation “One basketball, 100,000 arrows
and a frozen cucumber,” Mr Low recounted anecdotes of

different kinds of successes that his students were able to
achieve with a more trusting pedagogy; and reminded the
audience that the ways we define schools, curriculum, and
pedagogy can and do transform the lives of our students. He
screened a clip from John Woo's blockbuster, Red Cliff 2, to
pass on the message of how outcomes can be so differently
defined and obtained.

The panel discussion that followed was an engagingly light-
hearted yet insightful sharing. Mr Mark Minjoot, Principal
of Greendale Secondary, shared how his perspective on
curriculum as a static thing to be framed and fitted to size for
all learners has changed, and reminded the audience that
as teachers "we are the people who had success with this
thing called curriculum” that our learners may not yet have.

The compliment of the day came when Associate Dean
of the Office of Educational Research Prof Gopinathan
commented that this was “the most inspiring afternoon” he
has had all year while fielding a question to keynote speaker
Mr Low.

Student seminars occupied the second part of the afternoon.
The papers were made up of works that students and
alumni did during their capstone course, Critical Inquiry. The
afternoon came to a close with the graduating MOE scholars
sharing their comparative understandings of pedagogy,
curriculum, and education, after having spent their last few
months of the course at the University of Melbourne.

Through the afternoon, poster presentations were also held
in the lobby between LT7 and LT8, displaying our students’
and alumni representations of the various theorists they
encountered during the MEd C&T course. The CTL AG is
proud of the work their graduating students put together
into this inaugural forum and is confident that its graduate
students can convene as inspiring an afternoon next year.
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IF AT FIRST
YOU DON’T
SUCCEED...

Saturday, Jantary 18 2014 THENEW P/

They dropped out at 16 as they could not
cope with the pressures of school and
growing pains. But Mr Gideon Leow and Miss

Lena Lee, both 22 now, returned to their
studies and aced their O-level examinations.

Ex-gaming
addict wants
to fight |
cyber crime

- thought of plunging it in.

He thought his life was over at 15.
But last year, at 22, Mr _Gideon Leow |
scored four distinctions in the [

which he sat for as a private candidate.

The results were released on Monday.
But there was a time in Mr Leow’§ life

when he put a knife to his abdomen and

It was only the thought of his mother
that kept him from doing that.

In 2006, his cybergaming addictio)
led to poor grades and he ended up i
“the worst Secondary 3 Express class i
the school”.
To make matters worse,
voice had not broken,

voice which made him
sound like a gipk
Then ch to his hor-
s he did not get his
choice of co-curricular ac-
tivity. Instead of the Com-
puter Club, he ended up in the
symphonic band where all the oth-
er members were girls. “Because of my
voice, 15 of the 30 classmates picked on
me,” said Mr Leow. He now works part-

Hepors by JUDITHTAN
juclithti@sph Corm sg-—

time as a guest services agent with Pan
Pacific Singapore.

Seeing no reason to go to school, Mr
Leow had retreated into his world of cy-

| bergames. “I was absent so often from

school that my parents and teachers
thought I had lost interest in my studies
and allowed me to drop out,” he said.

That was when Mr Leow started living
in his bedroom. “I didn’t even emerge
for meals. My mother had to deliver the
food to my room,” he said.

DEPRESSION

Mr Leow said he went into depression
and even entertained thoughts of end-
ing his life. “Once I put a knife to my ab-
domen and was about to plunge it into
my stomach when thoughts of my moth-
er stopped me,” he said.

But it was 2'2 years ago, on receiv-
ing his enlistment letter, that he asked
himself what he was doing. It was also
at that same time his elder sister invited
him to attend church.

“It was a new phase in my life. That
was when I realised that my life is not
rubbish... I decided to turn my life

TNP PHOTOS: KOK YUF

around,” he said.

Mr Leow, who does not play c
puter games any more, signed up
courses at the Institute of Technical
ucation but he wanted more. Then
learnt about City College and its O-
el programme and decided to try it ¢

Mr Leow, who got a bursary to stu
said: “I found the environment here
ferent from that of secondary schos
I was motivated to study and some
get a university degree,” he said.

So.motivated he was that he sco
four distinctions at the O-level ex:
last year — in English, mathemat
combined sciences and principle of
counts.

Unfortunately, his mother was
around to see this achievement.
died during my second year of NS,”
said.

Mr Leow hopes his results are g
enough to allow him to study digital
rensics at Temasek Polytechnic.

CEO of City College Kenny Low,
said: “Our team is greatly inspired
the courage and accomplishments
Lena (see report, right) and Gideon.’
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This was the number of private candidates who sat for
the O levels last year — about 7.6 per cent of the 34,124
students who sat for the exam. Of the private candidates,

’ 90.3 per cent were awarded certificates.

She topped her class at City
College with five distinctions
at the O levels last year.

i , 22, scored Al
raphy, mathematics,
combired science and principle
of accounts; and an A2 for
English.

But looKing at her teenage years,
you wouldN\gever have thought she
could have achieved that at
never happy with who she was from the minute
she started secondary school.

“The transition from primary school was diffi-
cult. It was a new school and the work had dou-
bled. Also, I am not someone who makes friends
easily,” she told The New Paper.

Throughout her secondary school, Miss Lee had
only one friend. “She was from the same primary
school and I clung on to her,” she said, adding that
they are still in touch-with each other.

Pressure to do well, as she was the eldest of
three children, also took its toll. “I had confidence
issues, especially with my body image,” she said.

HOSPITAL
That was when she started having eating disorders.

“First I developed anorexia. Then I became bu-
limic and subsequently I suffered from binge eat-
ing. For two years, I was going in and out of the
hospital and this affected my school work,” she
said.

It resulted in Miss Lee not being able to sit for
her examinations and she had to repeat her Sec-
ondary 2 twice. By 16, she had given up all hope to
do well academically and left school.

Not wanting her fo give up totally, her mother
signed her up for a diploma course in animation.

“But after about half a year into that, I dropped
out,” she said, adding that she lost interest.

It was while helping her younger sister with her
homework that Miss Lee found her interest in aca-
demics growing again. That was when she became
motivated to return to school.

Around the same time, her mother’s friend told
them about City College and how it had helped sev-
eral secondary school dropouts back on track. “At
first, I was concerned about private school fees but
a bursary offered by the Community Foundation
of Singapore made my return possible,” she said.

The course fees at City College range from about
$3,950 to $4,950, depending on the number of
subjects and the period of intake.

Miss Lee said she had not expected to get dis-
tinctions, especially when she only studied a year
before sitting for the O levels. “I'm glad that I did.
This will allow me to choose what I want to study
at the polytechnic,” she said.

Miss Lee is looking at the mass communication
courses at both Ngee Ann and Singapore polytech-
nics. She is hoping to become a journalist when
she graduates.

If only | could live near ashopping mall
so that | can go shopping anytime | want.

My child will be going to Primary one next year.

I am looking for a property near the school
of my choice. How do | start looking?

| want to look for my dream home within
walking distance to an MIRT!

My husband and | are both working.
We are |looking for a property near a
childcare centre for convenience.

Do you know that you can actually
tap on STProperty.sg to help you
find properties near schools,
childcare centres, MRT stations
and shopping malls?
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